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EXPLORING social problems

Teen Birthrates
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U.S. Data Map 7.1  �Birthrates for teenagers aged 
15–19, 2012 (per 1,000)

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
There is much geographic variation in teen birthrates. Overall, 
the lowest teen birthrates were in the Northeast, while rates 
were highest in the South. How does your state compare?

Historically, birthrates are higher among Black and Hispanic 
adolescent females than among White adolescent females 
(Figure 7.2). Although they have the highest teen birthrates, the 

rates for Black and Hispanic teens have had the most dramatic 
decline in recent years. After 2007, Blacks had the highest 
reduction, 41%, followed by Hispanics, with a 39% decline. The 
birthrate for White teens declined the least at 25%.

What social factors may have contributed to the decline in 
teen birthrates for each of these groups?
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Figure 7.2  �Birthrates per 1,000 females aged 15–19  
by race/ethnicity, 1990–2012

Teen mothers, in comparison with their childless peers, are more likely to be 
poorer and less educated, less likely to be married, and more likely to come from 
families with lower incomes (Hoffman 1998). Their children often lag behind in 
standards of early development (Hoffman 1998); are less likely to receive proper 
nutrition, health care, and cognitive stimulation (Annie E. Casey Foundation 1998); 
and are at greater risk of social behavioral problems and lower intellectual and 


